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Welcome  
 
The Parish Council are pleased to welcome all the new couples, 
families and individuals who have chosen to move into the Parish 
over the last few months, and hope that you enjoy living in our 
beautiful corner of Cumbria. 
  
Drigg & Carleton Gala 2008  
 
This year’s Gala Day is set for Saturday 14th June 2008. The event 
will open at the parish hall with dancing displays and the children’s 
fancy dress competition at 1:30pm, judging by the Mayor of 
Copeland. Shortly after, the parade will lead down to the gala field 
behind the Victoria Hotel, adjacent to Drigg railway station; thanks 
again to Gordon Wilson at the Ratty Arms for the use of his field. 
There will be the usual variety of events including children’s races, 
art and design competitions, the Keswick Climbing Wall, giant 
inflatable slide, Maritime Harbour Cannon, stalls and refreshments.  
The 2008 Gala Committee are; John Jennings, Barney Whyte, 
Keith Hitchen, James Carnall, Sue Allain and Terry Wake. 
 
Seascale & Bootle Neighbourhood Forum 
 
Forums are held four times a year. These forums are for you and 
your groups. You can bid for money towards your schemes. Forum 
Grants are jointly funded by Cumbria County Council and 
Copeland Borough Council. This year the gala committee 
successfully applied for funding for new tables, which will be 
available for use in the parish hall. The new tables are due to be 
delivered 25th March. 
For further information and application forms contact:  
Marilyn Pritchard, telephone 01946 855023 or  
Email: marilyn.pritchard@cumbriacc.gov.uk 
 
This year’s forum meetings will be held on; 
Thursday 10th April 2008 – Silecroft Village Hall 
Thursday 10th July 2008 – Santon Village Hall 
Thursday 16th October 2008 – Seascale Methodist School Room 
Thursday 15th January 2009 – Drigg Village Hall 
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Annual Parish Meeting 2008 
 
This year the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 15th April 2008 
in the village Hall starting at 7.00pm. This is your opportunity to find 
out what your Parish Council has been doing throughout the year. 
The occasion will also be used to launch the publication of the 
Drigg and Carleton Parish Plan; see more below. Refreshments 
will be served. 
 
The Parish Plan 
 
Since the previous Parish Newsletter last autumn the content and 
now the presentational style and format of the Parish Plan have 
been finalised and publication is about to start. A launch date for 
the Plan has been decided which will correspond to the date of the 
Annual Parish Meeting, Tuesday 15th April 2008 in the Village Hall 
starting at 7.00pm. It is planned that copies of the published Plan 
will be available at that meeting for people to take away. Members 
of the Parish Council will be there to answer your questions, listen 
to your feedback and comments and hopefully persuade some of 
you to join us in helping to turn some of the plans into reality. If we 
really are to get benefit from the Community Benefit package, your 
input and help are more important than ever. 
 
Recently the parish council has received a petition regarding the 
state of some of the Public Rights Of Way around the parish. This 
is the kind of issue that needs to figure in the Parish Plan Action 
Plan. Given the size of the Action Plan already, the parish council 
would welcome individual parishioners to come forward and 
possibly assist with possible subgroups set up to address single 
issue topics. Otherwise it will be hard for the parish council to 
progress the full action plan to every one’s satisfaction. 
 
Drigg Charity 
 
Once again the Drigg Charity provided funding towards many 
bodies and events throughout the year in the parish; Gala Day, 
Parish Children’s Christmas Party, Christmas gifts for the senior 
households in the parish and church yard maintenance.    
  

3 

 

 
Nuclear benefit? 
 
You will have struggled to miss the coverage in the local and 
national media regarding sums of money heading to the parish 
from the nuclear industry. But it is only relatively recently the parish 
council has learned some the facts regarding this money, after 
several meetings with Jamie Reed MP, Copeland Borough Council 
(CBC), Cumbria County Council (CCC) and the Nuclear 
Decommissioning Authority (NDA). 
 

 £50,000 will be ring fenced for the parish annually 
 

 it will be available from when Vault 9 construction starts 
 

 it can not be used to subsidise existing services provided by 
CCC or CBC, which unfortunately means a reduction in the 
Parish Precept is not an option. 

 
 projects and schemes will have to align to the NDA’s Socio-

economic Policy and the Drigg & Carleton Parish Plan 
 

 the parish can apply to the larger community pot along with 
the surrounding wider West Cumbrian community 

 
The larger community pot will be ‘kick started’ with a lump sum 
payment of £10m, followed by annual payments of £1.5m. 
 
There is an argument that £50k a year isn’t enough, but at least the 
host community at last has had some form of transparent and 
structured recognition for hosting this national facility for the last 50 
years.  
 
To learn more about the parameters for schemes and projects, and 
how the community could spend the money, come along to the 
Annual Parish Meeting on 15th April. The parish council would like 
feed back as to the schemes you the parishioner would like to see 
progressed. Already one or two promising ideas have been 
mentioned. 
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Staff at the Low Level Waste Repository (LLWR) are to be 
congratulated on taking a number of recent initiatives aimed at 
improving road safety in our community. In late autumn 2007 every 
child attending Gosforth and Seascale Primary Schools were given 
their own reflective safety vest. The vests are designed to be worn 
over coats to increase their visibility on dark mornings and 
evenings. 
 
In early March 2008 staff also ran a week long series of events 
focusing on safety on the roads. This included some hard hitting 
presentations from members of the emergency services on the 
terrible consequences that can result from road traffic accidents. It 
also included some feedback from Drigg residents on our concerns 
about traffic speed and driver behaviour. You may also have seen 
the safety banners displayed in the village and the traffic speed 
indicator provided by Cumbria Constabulary. Let hope the 
campaign has made a lasting impact and all of us respond 
positively to the safety messages. 
 
Over this last year LLWR have supported various groups through 
the parish including the Drigg & Holmrook Toddlers Group and the 
Drigg & Carleton Children's Xmas Party.  They are in the process 
of purchasing a marquee which will be donated to the parish for 
community use, a very welcome help to the gala. In addition to this 
they have agreed to sponsor the children’s races on the gala day 
again. There will be £2000 donated to the Parish Council to replace 
public notice boards and they have also agreed to be the main 
sponsor of the Drigg Young Farmers Group Annual Field Day at 
Santon Farm on 10th May 2008. 
 
After discussions between LLWR and the parish council, the LLWR 
are offering the opportunity for school pupils living in the parish the 
chance to do their Year 10 work experience on the LLWR site. For 
further details please contact Cath Giel 019467 24839. 
 
It has just been confirmed UK Nuclear Waste Management will 
take over the management of LLWR from the start of April 2008. 
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Theatre in Drigg 
 
The Gala Committee supported by Copeland Borough Council’s 
Arts Out West project are bringing Rural Touring Theatre to Drigg.  
February saw the first event;  
‘The Man Who Planted Trees’, this proved very popular with young 
and old, and a near sell out of the 80 seats.  
For the next event ‘The Polish Play’ advance booking would be 
advisable to avoid disappointment. 
 

Wed 23rd April 7.30pm Drigg Parish Hall 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

“Very, very special and full of heart. One of the best productions we 
have ever had” Take Art, Somerset 
 
This production is preformed by Farnham Maltings 
 

www.farnhammaltings.com 
 
Tickets: Adults £6, Child £3, Senior Citizen £4, Family £13 
Contact: John Jennings 019467 24321 
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The Polish Play is a piece of 
‘nothing up our sleeves’ theatre 
made especially for village halls. 
An evening that starts as a play 
and ends at a country dance, 
this is a tale of a father and 
daughter arriving in England as 
she starts a career as a nanny 
and he worries about the family 
farm back in Poland. Using an 
accordion, YouTube, Yuri 
Gagarin and the 1974 world cup 
finals, this is a story about 
belonging, growing up and our 
place in the world. 
 



 

 

Advance notice of one of the autumn theatre events; 
 

The Prisoner Of Zenda  
 
Adapted by Nobby Dimon from the  
novel by Anthony Hope. 
British aristocrat Rudolph Rassendyll  
is distantly related to the royal family  
of Ruritania and when visiting for the  
coronation of his cousin the crown  
prince, he is discovered to be a  
double for the drunken and dissolute  
monarch.  
 
Rebellion, Romance and Mistaken  
Identity follow as our dashing hero  
saves the day with subterfuge and  
swordplay and beautiful princess  
Flavia is forced to choose between  
her heart and her duty.  
 
North Country Theatre, Richmond, North Yorkshire 
 
This event will only be appearing at a limit number of venues 
throughout Cumbria, and Drigg was chosen as one of the venues 
as the Arts Out West Coordinator was impressed by the facility we 
have as a parish hall. 
 
Further details of this event and the rest of the autumn program will 
be advertised nearer the time. 
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Join the free Arts Out West mailing list 
and get the Brochure delivered direct to 
your door by either; 
Post to: Arts Out West, c/o CBC, 
Whitehaven Commercial Park,  
Moresby Parks, Whitehaven CA28 8YD 
Email: bob.pritchard@copeland.gov.uk 

 

 
Transport : Rail 
 
Copeland Rail Users Group (CRUG) 
The aim of this group is to Preserve, Protect and Promote the 
Cumbrian Coastal line, more information available at their web site; 
http://www.crug.org.uk/ 
 
The train timetable for the Barrow-in-Furness to Carlisle - The 
Cumbrian Coastline is available at; 
http://www.northernrail.org/travel/timetables/199400 
 
Steam through the parish; 
Kingfisher Rail Tours organise train tours with steam locomotives 
including trips from Carnforth to Ravenglass, whilst the passengers 
stretch their legs in Ravenglass, the train travels up to Sellafield to 
turn around. Dates for these trains through the parish are; 

Saturday 10th May  Monday 26th May 
Saturday 12th July  Saturday 19th July 
Saturday 26th July  Saturday 2nd August 
Saturday 9th July  Saturday 23rd August 
Saturday 30th August  Saturday 6th September  

More information at www.kingfisherrailtours.co.uk 
 
Transport : Bus service 
 
A bus timetable is available at; 
http://www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables/Service6X6from30December2007.pdf 
 
Muncaster Microbus 
 
The Microbus is a registered charity and limited company run by a 
group of unpaid volunteers. The vehicle used is an Iveco minibus 
with 15 seats or 12 seats and two wheelchairs. Currently they run 
regular weekly shopping trips to Whitehaven on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays and day trips every other Saturday throughout the year. 
On one Wednesday in each month there is a trip to Workington or 
Cockermouth. For more information ring 01229 717229 or visit; 
http://www.gosforthweb.co.uk/framesets/microbus.html 
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Village appearance 
 
One of the Council’s main objectives is to maintain and improve the 
standard of appearance of the parish in the face of decreasing 
support from District and County Council level. In the previous 
Newsletter we reported the regular cutting of the grass verges 
through from Stubble Green to the south of Holmrook bridge on the 
A595 and it is intended that this will be repeated for the 
forthcoming season. We also reported on the work by some 
volunteers on the grass bank opposite the old post office. It is good 
to report that these same volunteers have been out again, this time 
working on the trees and shrubs at the top of Holmrook Hill to help 
to keep the footpath there cleaner. So, some progress made but 
still much more to achieve. 
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Did you know? 
 
Did you know the next Mayor of Copeland lives in Holmrook? 
Congratulations to Keith Hitchen who is due to become the next 
Mayor of Copeland. As well as being one of your local parish 
councilors, Keith is also on the gala committee. I would list the 
other bodies and committees Keith is a member of outside the 
parish, but it would be a very long list.  
 
Did you know a 30 mph speed limit is to be introduced in Holmrook 
on the A595? 
 
Did you know what the Parish Precept is? 
The Parish Precept is how the parish council raises funds to 
operate as an active parish council, to work on your behalf. The 
Parish Precept is collected as part of your council tax. From the list 
of precept values across Copeland, Drigg and Carleton Parish is in 
the lower half when comparing precepts charged across the 
borough. This year there has been a relatively big increase for this 
parish, and this is due to the parish council keeping the precept 
down for many previous years, but now inflation and costs have 
eventually forced the reluctant increase. The main expenditure of 
the precept is on the Clerk and Financial Officer’s salary, 
insurance, miscellaneous office supplies, subscription to bodies 
including CALC (Cumbria Association of Local Councils) and 
CRUG (Copeland Rail Users Group) and the printing of this 
newsletter. The precept for this parish approximately equates to 
£1-£2 per household per month dependent upon tax banding.   
 
Parish Hall 
 
The supper room and kitchen have been redecorated over the 
summer. The hall now has a high tech addition in the form of an 
overhead projector and large screen that can be connected to a 
laptop or DVD player. These items were provided by the Low Level 
Waste Repository team to mark their separation from the main 
Sellafield site and becoming a separate company. 
Hall bookings contact : Jimmy Naylor (019467) 27841 
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Drigg Parish Church 
 
The Revd John Woolcock was installed on January 20th as the new 
priest in charge of the Benefice of St Peter’s Drigg and St 
Cuthbert’s Seascale. John, who moved to us from leading 
Egremont Team Ministry, is also the Rural Dean of Calder 
Deanery. John and his wife Margaret have settled into the Vicarage 
at Seascale and are getting to know people at St Peter’s and in 
Drigg Parish. They are both keen to be involved with life in our 
parish. 
 
This is the start of a new era for our Parish Church and 
parishioners old and new are warmly invited to come to Sunday 
Services at St Peter’s to get to know your new parish priest. Also, 
please let John know of anyone who would welcome a visit at 
home, or who is ill in hospital (phone the Vicarage: 01946 28217). 
John especially wants to involve more young people, children and 
families in St Peter’s Church services and events and is planning 
some special ‘child friendly’ family services – including the Harvest 
Festival Service in September, which will be followed by the re-
introduction of a traditional Harvest Lunch in Drigg & Carleton 
Parish Hall .  
 
Weekly Sunday Service at St Peter’s: Holy Communion at 11am 
See ‘Keynotes’ for special services and Church events in Drigg and 
Seascale.  
 
Many of you already subscribe to ‘Keynotes’, St Peter’s Church 
magazine, which includes local community news and events, 
updates from the Parish Council and now, also, has a very useful 
Advertising Supplement supported by local businesses and 
tradesmen. There are ten issues of ‘Keynotes’ per year and the 
annual subscription is £3.00. The magazine is delivered to around 
145 households. If you would like to have ‘Keynotes’ delivered 
please phone Adrienne Millington: 019467 24272.  
 
To find out more about placing an advert in ‘Keynotes’ please 
phone Dee: 019467 24709 
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If you need to contact your Parish Council please contact any of 
the following; 
 
John Jennings  (Chairman)      019467 24321 
Kneale Thompson  (Vice-Chairman)  019467 24265 
Jimmy Naylor      019467 27841 
Adrian Dalton      019467 24394 
Roy Young      019467 28968 
Stephen Shepherd     019467 28454 
Bob Williamson     019467 24546 
Keith Hitchen     019467 24710 
David Millington  (Clerk)   019467 24272 
Alan Bell  (Financial Officer) 
  
…or pop along to a Parish Council meeting, held on the second 
Tuesday of each month, except August, at the Village Hall – it’s 
your Council. 
 
The elected persons who also represent our parish; 
 
 
Member of Parliament for Copeland; 
 
Jamie Reed  01946 62024 
 
 
Cumbria County Council;  
 
Sue Brown     01229 774666 
 
 
Copeland Borough Council; 
 
Eileen Eastwood 019467 28653                               
David Moore     019467 27674  

 
Parish web site   [ www.westcumbria.org.uk/drigg.htm ] 
 
Editor : John Jennings, Drigg & Carleton Parish Council            
 
Printer : Barney’s Printshop 
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